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MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Next Year’s Heart of the Matter Benefit 

is scheduled for 
October 11, 2018 

at the Holthus Convention Center in York!

Epworth Village Board President and long-time UMW leader 
Louise Niemann leads a plenary session at the recent Great 
Plains Conference United Methodist Women’s annual meeting.

It was announced during the Great Plains United Methodist 
Women’s annual meeting that Epworth Village will be 
opening a child care center in York in January.

“Our goal is to have the center open in January of 2018 
with the name of Little Jewels Child Care and Enrichment 
Center,” said Louise Niemann, president of the Epworth 
Village board of directors and member of the 
facilities task force.

She explained that the name pays homage 
to Mother’s Jewels Home, the 1889 name 
given to what became Epworth Village in 
1959. The home started as a residential 
orphanage for those arriving on the 
storied 1880s orphan trains.

Child Care Center to Open in 2018
Niemann said further that York is experiencing a child care 
shortage with issues of waiting lists, lack of early childhood 
education/enrichment, lack of child care for infants, lack of 
transportation and a shortage of providers that accept the 
state child care subsidy for low income families.

“This new center will continue Epworth’s mission of 
helping children and families become stronger and united,” 
Niemann said.

“Over the past few months, Epworth Village leaders 
have been making plans,” said CEO Margaret Donovan. 
“Following the vision set out in our strategic plan to 
strengthen our offerings to the community, we are pleased 
to make much needed, family-centered child care available.”

It will be located at 216 West 16th Street in York. It is the 
former location of Epworth Village’s learning center that 
was used for residential students and their families. That 
ministry was discontinued earlier this year.

Donovan added, “Epworth Village is poised and ready 
to help children and their families living in the area find 
quality child care and early childhood development 
opportunities. We believe we have the right venue, 
experience and relationships to provide children a quality 
early childhood education experience, focused on the needs 

of the whole family and at affordable prices.”

  Niemann told the group that more
  information about the new service 
will be posted on their website in the near 
future.
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Great Plains Conference United Methodist 
Women’s Annual Meeting held in York

During September 29-30, Great Plains UMW 
descended on Epworth Village and York for their 
annual meeting.  Many spent time working on the 
Epworth Village campus cleaning and preparing 
our flowerbeds, boxing food items and hygiene kits 
for the families we serve, cleaning the cemetery, 
and other much needed volunteer work.  It was a 
wonderful time to reconnect with sisters in Christ and 
share about the exciting things happening at Epworth 
Village.  We are grateful for the time spent together 
with everyone!

Heart of the Matter Benefit Dinner 
Was a Big Success

On Thursday, October 5, the “Heart of the Matter” Benefit 
Dinner and Auction was held at the Holtus Convention 
Center. This is an annual event which helps raise funds for 
Epworth Village programs.  This year, we were blessed with 
over 120 people in attendance. We are also grateful to all 
who donated auction items, purchased tables and tickets, 
and made this evening a memorable one. Through your 
generous support, we raised over $23,000 for our ministries 
and programs!
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2015, the efforts of 
“Partners” was paying off: 
individuals and churches 
were now giving 19% of 
Epworth’s revenue. 
But Harrietta’s work 
with Epworth was just 
beginning.  She has 
had a history of serving 
in interim leadership 
positions for seven 
other United Methodist 
agencies.  In June 2014, 
after much prayer and 
guidance from the Holy 
Spirit, she received a 

new calling to serve as interim CEO 
for Epworth Village. “We were in debt 
and our programs were in shambles”, 
she says.  Harrietta shares that the 
first several months were difficult 
and decisions had to be made to keep 
Epworth alive: new negotiations had 
to be made with the State of Nebraska; 
positive relations had to be reestablished 
with the United Methodist Sisters in 
New York, who own the property of 
Epworth Village; the Board of Directors 
was reorganized; and a new strategic 
plan was set in place.  She recalls it 
was pretty much like starting over for 
everyone.  By August 2014, several 
homes and programs were discontinued.  
“My goal was to make sure everyone was 
working in a positive way together.  We 
needed to build confidence and earn our 

reputation back”. 
Hope was coming back to Epworth.  
The Board of Directors really worked 
hard and did well.  Churches began to 
support more towards the efforts of 
Epworth.  “Partners” have now been in 
over 200 churches, sharing the message 
of Epworth.  Harrietta shares some of 
her dreams for Epworth: “My prayer and 
hope is that the entire church, the Body 
of Christ, recognize and passionately 
claim and re-claim the work of Epworth 
Village, as their ongoing work and 
responsibility.  Reaching out to the most 
vulnerable, powerless ones Jesus met 
everyday is His example and calling to 
us all.  I would love to see churches and 
individuals provide the financial support 
for half of the budget needed for our 
important programs.  These services 
are creative and they will keep changing 
to best serve the needs of clients. We 
need to work together to serve this 
population”. 
We honor Harrietta who retired from 
her volunteer position as Epworth 
Partner Coordinator this past spring.  
We thank her for her commitment, 
service and passionate leadership in 
keeping the dream of Epworth Village 
alive.
New contact information for Epworth 
Village Partners - Mary Plock, Executive 
Assistant/Development Manager at 
mplock@epworthvillage.org or Office  
# 402-362-3353, ext. 1144

Honor to Whom Honor is Due

It all started in 2009 when Harrietta was 
asked to be a part of the Epworth Village 
Foundation Board.  By 2013, she started 
volunteering at Epworth Village full-
time.  During this period, Epworth was 
going through several struggles: a third of 
the staff was lost, only 3% of funding was 
coming from church support and many 
other issues as well.  Harrietta noticed 
churches needed to know more about 
Epworth.  So during January to June of 
2013, she worked on getting the structure 
and idea in place for the “Epworth Village 
Partners” and the EMI program.  This 
would be a group of volunteer speakers 
who would be trained to go out and 
share the Epworth story to churches and 
individuals.  “This started as a grassroots 
effort.  We wanted to create awareness 
and then support”, Harrietta says.  In 

Wife, mother, missionary, visionary leader, but 
most of all, follower of Jesus. Harrietta Reynolds is 
all of these; an example of servanthood at its best. 
She has made a lasting impact on the Epworth 
Village community for generations to come.

REMINDER
Just a quick reminder that we are 
no longer able to accept Box Tops 
for Education and Campbell Soup 
Labels. For many years, you have 
been gracious in providing these 
labels to us. Since our Learning 
Center was closed last June, we can 
no longer redeem the labels like we 
once did. We hope you will continue 
to support your local education 
organizations through this program. 
Thank you for your generous help.
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Gifting grain to Epworth 
Village or Epworth Village 
Foundation is simple and 
easy to ensure a lasting 
impact for children and 

families in need. 
We would be happy to 

share with you 
the benefits 

and convenience of this 
giving program.

Contact us today 
at 402.362.3353!

Give Love:
GIFTS OF GRAINS


