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This past year we had many exciting happenings 
with Epworth Village staff and board of directors 
pushing forward in spite of the pandemic. We began 
implementing our new 2021 – 2023 strategic plan; the 
board centered the strategic plan around stewardship 
and capacity building with a strategic vision to be a 
strong, bold mission that is forward moving and takes 
risks in order to serve and improve the lives of children, 
families and communities with big long-lasting impact.
  
This and the fact that our programming truly is 
centered on providing long-term impact requires that 
we must always be prepared and capable of adapting 
and adjusting our services when evidence shows there 
are new or additional services that will enhance the 
long-term well-being of children, youth and families. 
As part of our strategic plan, we implemented a new 
evidence based model and practice, Motivational 
Interviewing, into our In-home Family Services and 
Foster Care service array. Staff were amazing during 
this process which included completing some pretty 
intense training on top of their busy work schedules. 
But our staff are committed to their work in improving 
the lives of children and families they serve and are 
always willing to go the extra mile for the children and 
families.

The board of directors 
also showed their 
commitment to the 
Epworth Village mission 
with a very busy year 
of board meetings, 
committee meetings, 
developing stewardship 
plans surrounding the 
campus, board training, fundraising, and a variety of 
homework and tasks in between. 

As I reflect on this past year, I continue to be in awe at 
the dedication to the Epworth mission by our board 
of directors and staff. This is reflected in the quality 
of services, care, and the commitment that Epworth 
Village staff provide to the children, youth and parents/
guardians.  We are so grateful and blessed to have 
such wonderful staff who continue the 130+ year 
tradition of serving children and families with care and 
compassion even as their work in the frontlines has 
become more risky with the pandemic.  This past year 
we served 350 children and families – all made possible 
by our awesome staff and by you. Thank you for your 
contribution and dedication in helping improve the 
lives of children, youth and families!  We are so grateful 
for our faithful staff and supporters – together we do 
make a difference in the lives of children and families.

Message from Margaret
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Bringing Christmas 
to Epworth’s 
Families
Thanks to the generosity of 
Ambassadors of Kindness, Inc. 
and other donors, Epworth Village 
was able to provide Christmas 
to around 80 children and youth 
served thoughout our programs.  
Our staff were able to be “Santa’s 
little helpers” and deliver the gifts 
to these deserving families.  These 
families were so very appreciative 
for making their Christmas just a 
little bit brighter!

Meet Chelsea Putnam
Chelsea Putnam has been the Center Director at Little 
Jewels since September 2021.  Although she is new to 
the director position, she is no stranger to working with 
families.

Chelsea grew up in Nebraska and spent much of her time 
traveling and camping.  Family relationships have always 
been important to her as she is close to many of her 
cousins, aunts, and uncles.  Chelsea is the only daughter 
in a blended family of 5 children.  She and her husband 
have been married since 2008, and they have 3 children.

Chelsea began working as a Social Services Manager 
for the Salvation Army in 2017, and in 2019 her family 
moved from Hastings to York.  She became a Foster Care 
Specialist at Epworth Village in 2020. Chelsea shares: “I 
have always enjoyed working with people. Every job I 

have had since I was 15 
has been working with 
people and groups. I 
have yet to have a bad 
experience working with 
families. I find it most 
rewarding when I can 
watch their victories in 
what they do; no matter 
if it is their youngest 
finally crawling or they 
get to finally adopt the little one they have cared for and 
loved for so long!”

Chelsea’s studies consist of a Bachelors of Science in 
Behavioral Science (2014) and a Masters of Science in 
Psychology (2017).

Little Jewels Center Director

Chelsea Putnam
Little Jewels Center Director
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In Honor of…
Dixie Allbery
 Sheri Farrar
Lance Clay
 Grand Island Trinity United  
  Methodist Women
 Prairie Rivers District United  
  Methodist Women
Epworth Village Staff
 Lynn Wallasky
Bonnie Erickson
 Mary Hagge
Ann Hall
 Anonymous
Nealie Hartman
 Clifford & Harrietta Reynolds
Linda Kastning
 Kathryn McKinley
Earl & Charlotte Reed Family
 Earl Reed
Clifford & Harrietta Reynolds
 Jennifer Bauer
 Lori & Jeff Broady
 Holly Reiter
Kathy Servidio
 Judy Attebery

In Memory of… 
Dorothy M Baker
 Gary Baker
Morris Collier
 Aleta Collier
Margaret Crumly
 Bonidel  Clyde
 O’Neill United Methodist  
  Women
Virginia Luethje Gilliland
 Shirley Naber
Karen Harrington
 Michael & Judie Quint
Mike Hobbs
 John & Julienne Ord
Gil Karges
 Connie Karges
Robert M Long
 Scott & Cindy Sindel
Patrick Norris
 Milligan United Methodist  
  Church
Charlotte Reed
 Bob Allen
Wayne Reed
 John & Julienne Ord

Raymond Reetz
 Dwight & Elvera Willcock
Irving & Eudene Rood
 Kenneth & Susan Rood
Jodi Schmaderer
 Linda & Melvin Schmaderer
Emmett Scott
 Mary Scott
Lyle & Margaret Stock
 David Stock Farms
Pam Zehring
 Martha Davidson

Epworth Village 
Foundation
In Memory of…
Castor Family
 Mike Clem
Ina Gemelke 
 Louise Boyd
Fred Scheele
 Gordon Fillman

2021 MEMORIALS & HONORS LISTING
Epworth Village, Inc.

Special Year End Thank You
Words cannot adequately express how much our donors mean to us!  Epworth Village sent a special 
letter to our donors in December 2021 asking to help participate in shoring up a funding shortfall from 
our annual Heart of the Matter fundraiser.  Many of you responded...with a total given of $35,866.00!  
This is truly remarkable; and it will help the 
organization begin 2022 in a stronger place.

Thank you!
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As we begin 2022, we are praying this finds you well and enjoying good health.  In 
2021, the Foundation saw a change in leadership as Kristi Sheele, longtime President 
and champion for Epworth Village and the Foundation, stepped down  from her Board 
commitments.  We are so very grateful for her dedication and how well she served during 
her time with Epworth Village.

The Foundation was able to again sponsor the Heart of the Matter event in 2021 and 
provide ongoing support to Epworth Village.

Because there is still work to be done, we hope you will join the Foundation this year by giving a timeless gift.   
Please consider leaving a portion of your estate in your will to the Foundation, making a gift of appreciated 
stock, or giving through our “Gifts of Grain” program.  Whichever way you decide to make an impact, the 
Foundation is here to assist you!  And you can be sure your gift will benefit children and families in need.  
Have a blessed 2022!
Gene Robb, President, 402.362.3353 or robbruth11@yahoo.com. 

Gene Robb 
President

Epworth Village Foundation Happenings

Would you like to receive  
up-to-date happenings from 

Epworth Village in your email? 
It would be our pleasure to send 

you news and information. 

Send an email to 
mplock@epworthvillage.org,  

and include “Newsletter Sign Up”  
in the subject line.  

Thank you!


