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The Epworth Village board of directors wants to 
share some exciting news!

For the past several years, the board has worked 
to determine the best path for the campus, which 
is more property than necessary to carry out 
Epworth Village’s mission. As you know, most 
of our direct-services staff work remotely and 
in the field, approximately 90% of their time, 
serving families in their homes in a 24-county 
area. Ultimately, the board determined that the 
best path would be to sell the campus property 
and to relocate our headquarters to First United 
Methodist Church in York, Nebraska. This change 
will allow for better investment into services for 
families instead of maintaining aging buildings.  

Epworth Village is in the process of selling the 
campus, which is currently under a purchase 
agreement, and is moving forward with plans 
to relocate. We plan to renovate the lower level 
of York FUMC and move our offices there under 
a long-term lease agreement. The projected 
completion date for the renovation is the first 
quarter of 2023. We will remain on the current 
campus in the Central Office building until the 
renovation is complete. The sale and relocation 
will not impact our Beatrice, Nebraska office nor 
our childcare center, which will remain at their 
current locations and are not part of the campus 
property.

Epworth Village is grateful for the support of 
the York FUMC members, who overwhelmingly 
approved the plan to move our offices there 
during a recent church conference. We are excited 
for this new partnership, with York FUMC serving 
as a hub for the services Epworth Village provides 
for children and families. Our prayer is that not 
only would Epworth be known as a resource and 
support for families, but also that York FUMC will 

be recognized 
as a place that 
families can 
come to find 
love, support, 
encouragement, 
and resources 
for building 
stronger families. 
We believe this 
will expand Epworth’s abilities to provide the 
church, its members, and United Women in Faith 
members opportunities to serve and witness 
mission.

Since our change in services in 2017 and 
refocused efforts toward community-based 
services with our foster care and in-home family 
services programs — as well as the startup of 
our childcare center, Little Jewels Child Care 
& Enrichment Center — we have significantly 
increased our ability to provide services with 
long-lasting positive impacts not only for the 
children and youth served but their entire 
families. We feel blessed to be able to shift the 
resources used for maintaining grounds and 
buildings and put them instead toward services 
and programming that further enhance and 
transform the lives of children, youth, and families. 
We believe we have been guided and handed a 
gift from God in a way that will allow us to serve 
children, youth, and families with even greater 
impact.

We ask for your continued support and for your 
prayers for a smooth transition to York FUMC, for 
the congregation as it welcomes us into this new 
space, and for the children and families we serve, 
that God would bless them and us as we work to 
fulfill our mission.

Message from Margaret
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Shiloh Lively started working for Epworth Village as a Family Life Specialist in 
January 2022 while also being a full-time student at York University and a NAIA 
athlete. Shiloh graduated from York University in the Spring of 2022 with her 
Bachelor’s degree in both Criminal Justice and in Psychology.
 
Shiloh was born and raised at the heart of Las Vegas, NV and states that her 
volunteering and mission work with her church in Las Vegas sparked a passion in 

her for struggling families and those in need.
 
Shiloh was drawn to the mission of Epworth Village and to social work as a Family Life Specialist to 
help empower families and help improve their lives. She loves working closely with these families 
and creating lasting relationships built on trust to help motivate families to pursue healthier lifestyles 
and overcome past trauma.
 
Shiloh is currently pursuing her Master’s degree in Forensic Psychology with Arizona State 
University. Her future plans are to become a licensed Forensic Psychologist. Shiloh’s passion lies 
in playing a significant role in the Criminal Justice system by understanding behaviors, providing 
trauma informed care, and designing intervention programs.
 
Shiloh looks forward to her continued involvement with Epworth Village and making a difference in 
families’ lives.

Kelsey Weakland joined the Epworth Village team as the bookkeeper in May 
2022. Kelsey loves traveling and anything that has to do with nature and 
outdoors. Summer is her favorite season! Kelsey loves to go kayaking with 
her dogs; she has one golden retriever and one husky. She loves to fish, swim, 
and bike. As a side business, Kelsey has her own kennel where she breeds 
AKC registered Golden Retrievers. She has a litter on the way that is due in 
September. 
 
Kelsey has an accounting degree and is currently obtaining her bachelor’s degree to hopefully one 
day pursue law school if life keeps going on track. Prior to employment with Epworth, she was a 
banker for two years right after high school.  Kelsey says, “I’ve always been great with numbers and 
the accounting aspect behind businesses.  My main purpose of getting my degree was to run my own 
businesses, but when I learned more about Epworth’s purpose and how helpful of an organization 
it is, I couldn’t help but get involved. Being a foster parent is a goal of mine in my future, and being a 
part of Epworth has only confirmed that want of mine even more.” 

Shiloh Lively

Kelsey Weakland
S T A F F  S P O T L I G H T

S T A F F  S P O T L I G H T
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Start thinking about
Christmas!

During the month of December every year, with your help, 
we provide Christmas gifts for the families and children 
we serve.  In order to make this Christmas extra special 

for all the families we serve, we are again asking for 
your help in sponsoring a family.  Begin thinking 

how you might be able to help and give.  We need 
help from you, our generous donors and churches, 

to make this Christmas an incredible one for the 
families served by Epworth Village.  If you and/

or your church are interested in sponsoring 
gifts for a family, please contact Mary 

at 402-362-3353 or email her at 
mplock@epworthvillage.org.

BENEFIT AND AUCTION 2021
Friday, October 17, 2021 @ TimeWe are excited to once again bring this event benefiting Epworth Village to 

you!  Our goal is to raise $25,000 in support of our programs and services.  
Please see the information below to be a part of this event. 

Friday, October 8th to Friday, October 15th: Online Auction 
Friday, October 15th @ 6:30PM: Meet & Greet, 1st UMC, York, NE

Friday, October 15th @ 7:00PM: Live Auction and Program 
THANK YOU FOR MAKING THIS EVENT POSSIBLE!

Please use the link below to RSVP for Meet and Greet (50 seats available), see Online 
and Live Auction items, view Sponsorship availabilities, and make a Donation.

HTTP://WWW.CHARITYAUCTION.BID/EPWORTHVILLAGE2021
For more information about the event, to donate auction items, or
other inquiries, contact Mary Plock, Development Manager at
402.362.3353 or mplock@epworthvillage.org.  THANK YOU!

Due to the impending move of 
Epworth Village's office, it has been 
decided to postpone the Heart of the 
Matter fundraising event usually held 
in the fall.  Our board and staff will 
be busy working on the relocation 
and move for the rest of 2022 and 
into 2023.  We are looking at and 
considering having the event again in 
2023.  As more information becomes 
available, we will be sharing it with 
you.  Thank you to everyone who has 
made Heart of the Matter a success in 
all the past years and looking forward 
to many more years to come!
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Gifts of Grain

Epworth Village Wings is published four times a year by Epworth Village, Inc., a not-for-profit organization. 
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Gene Robb, President 
Epworth Village Foundation  
2119 Division Avenue 
York, NE 68467 
402.362.3353 
robbruth11@yahoo.com

Gifting grain is unique and simple. The primary 
benefit is the significant tax benefits awarded to you.

All you have to do is designate a set number of 
bushels from your harvested crops to the Epworth 
Village Foundation, notify us of the gift, and the 
bushels will then be sold with the proceeds coming 
directly to the Foundation.

Please contact me with any questions. I hope you 
will consider joining me in making a lasting gift for 
children and families in need.

Gene Robb, 
President


