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Message from Margaret
It’s the time of the year when we gather
with our families and take stock of all
that we are thankful for. Here at Epworth
Village we are so thankful for the many
ways the programs are supported. The
Epworth Village Foundation funded much
needed new computers and technology
for our administrative offices. Each time I
turn my computer on and can move from
one document to the next within seconds,
without swirling icons and waiting for the
computer programs to respond, I am grateful
to the Foundation for this support and for
the efficiency they helped provide for us.
We are grateful for those who take the needs
of Epworth Village to their congregations
and women’s groups and bring awareness to
these needs. Without any doubt these needs
are taken care of, time after time. Thank you!

We are grateful for the creativity and
brainstorming you do to provide for the
needs of families and for reaching out to see
what our greatest needs are and then finding
ways to see how you can provide for those
needs.
Life is challenging enough but sometimes
during this time of year it can be even
more challenging for families as they
want to provide a nice holiday time and
Christmas for their family but their current
circumstances make it feel impossible.

Thanks to the
creativity and
generosity
of our many
faithful
supporters we
are all able to
bring hope and
joy to these
families during the holiday season. Many
congregations, youth groups and UWF units
will provide Christmas presents for the
children we serve. We are grateful that we
know we can count on our supporters to
spread the joy and wonder of Christmas.

An important part of Epworth Village’s work
is providing long-lasting positive impact
on the lives of children, youth and families
– helping children and youth achieve their
potential, providing families with tools for
healthy, happy lives and helping with basic
needs for those most vulnerable families.
It is the collective effort of volunteers,
donors, supporters, staff and the board
that makes this possible. It is each of
you collectively being a part of a family
committed to sharing God’s love in helping
bring hope and bright futures for the
children and families. Thank you for all
you do and for being a part of the Epworth
Family! For this we are truly thankful and
forever grateful.
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Becky Deprez
Becky Deprez began working at Little Jewels Child Care and Enrichment
Center in May 2019 as a preschool teacher. However, for almost 3 years now
she has filled the role of toddler teacher.

Becky has a Bachelor of Arts in Elementary Education and is currently
working on her Early Childhood Inclusive endorsement through online
classes at the University of Nebraska Kearney.

Before coming to Epworth, Becky worked for 6 years at Cross County Public School as a
paraprofessional in the preschool classroom. After her twins graduated from high school,
she decided to make a change from working in the public school system and applied at Little
Jewels.
“What I enjoy most about my job is watching the kids grow and learn.”
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Sarah Nelson
Sarah Nelson has been a Foster Care Specialist for Epworth Village
since October 2021. She has a Bachelor’s Degree in Sociology with a
Criminology Emphasis.

Sarah has 20+ years of experience working with youth and families in
both Nebraska and North Carolina. Her previous experience includes
working at Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services as a Child Protective
Service Worker/Juvenile Services Officer, North Carolina Department of Juvenile Justice and
Delinquency Prevention as a Juvenile Court Counselor, Hickory (NC) Police Department as
the Gang of One Coordinator, and Nebraska State Probation as a Juvenile Justice Resource
Supervisor.
“I enjoy working with youth and families, building relationships with them, and supporting
them through their foster care journeys. I also enjoy the laughs I get to share with my
coworkers. This job is challenging but rewarding at the same time.”
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A Happy Ending
When it comes to supporting families, Epworth Village’s
foster care and in-home family services programs work
hard to ensure all individuals served feel supported
throughout their case. Sometimes we receive cases that
provide the opportunity for both programs to serve the
same family, working toward the goal of providing change
that occurs for the better. One such case came to Epworth
Village in the fall of 2019.

Katie Bell, who was a Family Life Specialist for Epworth
Village’s in-home family services program at the time,
began work on a case that involved sibling visits. Katie
worked with the families where the youth were living to
ensure the siblings would be able to have weekly visits.
Along with completing sibling visits, Katie also worked on
family support services with the mom teaching budgeting,
parenting, and other skills. By October 2019 the visits
were moved to the biological father’s home as there were
no safety concerns. This showed the tremendous work
Katie had done with all 3 parents and the trust she had
built with the youth (Kelly, Luke, and Libby).
In December of 2019, Epworth Village’s foster care
program began working with a relative family following
a referral to support a relative/kinship home. With the
foster care program now working with the family, Katie
Bell (now a Foster Care Specialist) was assigned to ensure
consistency with the case. She would have weekly visits
to the home to support the youth and any behaviors that
may occur.
Along with the foster care program working and
supporting the home, family support continued working
with all three parents providing drug testing and working
on parenting skills.

In March of 2021, Kelly was able to be reunified with her
father, Cody, per order of the court as he met the terms of
his case plan, and was able to be successful through the
help of family support.

In June of 2021, Cody became a relative/kinship home
for Luke and Libby. Cody requested that Epworth Village
be his supporting agency. Katie continued to support
the home and children by providing transportation to
therapeutic visits with mom as well as meeting with Cody
and the children and providing resources when Luke and
Libby struggled with behaviors or emotions.
After almost 3 years of supporting Luke and Libby, on
August 8, 2022, Epworth Village watched and supported
them one last time as Cody took guardianship of Libby
and Luke. As everyone clapped and cheered at the end
of the hearing, the last question asked of Katie by Cody
was; “can I still call if I have questions?” The support and
dedication Epworth continues to provide throughout all
of our programs has a long-lasting impact on the families
we serve.

Christmas Gift Needs

During the month of December every year, with your help, we provide Christmas
gifts for the families and children we serve. In order to make this Christmas
extra special for all the families we serve, we are again asking for your help in
sponsoring a family. Begin thinking how you might be able to help and give.
We need help from you, our generous donors and churches, to make this
Christmas an incredible one for the families served by Epworth Village. If
you and/or your church are interested in sponsoring gifts for
a family, please contact Mary at 402-362-3353 or
email her at mplock@epworthvillage.org.
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Thank you Epworth Village Foundation
Epworth Village was able to purchase new desktop
and laptop computers for the administrative
offices thanks to generous funds received from
the Epworth Village Foundation. Funds were also
used to purchase much needed software updates.
We are very grateful for the Epworth Village
Foundation and the support they provide so we
can carry out our mission efficiently.
Gene Robb, President
Epworth Village Foundation
2119 Division Avenue
York, NE 68467
402.362.3353
robbruth11@yahoo.com
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