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Greetings and gratitude
from Epworth Village!
As you all know, our annual Heart of the Matter fundraiser was 
held virtually this year to keep everyone safe. We thank you for 
your understanding and your involvement. This year’s theme was 
“It Takes a Village” which our vice-president, Pastor Tony Dawson, likens to Epworth Village 
which is not necessarily a geographic location but rather it’s about people – the hearts of 
people in service to hurting, vulnerable families. Epworth Village is a ministry of people who, 
for 131 years, has surrounded hurting families with care, compassion and God’s love. It is 
every one of you (donors, supporters, volunteers, staff and United Methodist partners) who 
make this important ministry possible.

Epworth Village’s longevity of 131 years of continuous service to children, youth and families 
is testament not only to the hearts of people but Epworth’s ability to adapt and evolve. 
This longevity is awe inspiring but resulted from a lot of hard work and foresight over these 
many, many years. The Board of Directors is currently undertaking the task of strategic 
planning. This is important because we must continuously be prepared to adapt, as the 
landscape in caring for abused and neglected children continues to change. The Board of 
Directors, with an eye on stewardship, will be focused on the best use of resources, including 
campus property, in order to maximize our services and programming. Our strategic 
planning will ensure sustainability of our mission and position Epworth Village for continued 
long-term success in serving and supporting vulnerable families and children. We thank you 
for all your support in helping us in providing these families with the resources and tools 
necessary to live happy, healthy lives. It does take a village to uplift hurting families and 
transform their lives. Thank you for being a part of this important work!

Message from Margaret
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Help provide 
Christmas for Children
During the month of December every year, with 
your help, we provide Christmas gifts for the 
families and children we serve.  We also host a 
Christmas party, however, because of COVID-19 
we will not be able to gather this holiday 
season.  In order to still make this Christmas 
extra special for all the families we serve, we are 
again asking for your help in sponsoring a family.  
We will be giving a family focused gift to each family 
that will provide them an opportunity to bond as a 
family unit and create special memories. We need help 
from you, our generous donors and churches, to make this Christmas an incredible one for the 
families served by Epworth Village.  

If you and/or your church are interested in sponsoring gifts for a family, please contact Mary at 
402-362-3353 or email her at mplock@epworthvillage.org.

Congratulations to 2020 Award recipient, 

Jan Hauser, Blue River District!
The Eunice H. Harrington Award Of Leadership, Service & 
Advocacy honors the Legacy of the First President of the 
Women’s Division of the Board of Global Ministries of the 
United Methodist Church. Eunice served from 1968-1972. 
During Eunice’s term in office, the new organization we now 
know as United Methodist Women was created.

Eunice Harrington of York, Nebraska believed in the power 
of women to positively impact the world – locally, nationally 
and internationally. Eunice was a leader, philanthropist and 
activist who throughout her life sought out and worked for 
effective solutions to the problems and injustices of her time. This award was first given in 2009.

The Award is presented annually to a currently serving District Officer in the Great Plains 
Conference United Methodist Women who best exemplifies the leadership and work of Eunice 
Harrington.

Article courtesy Great Plains United Methodists

Jan is a Board of Directors
for Epworth Village
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Because of the pandemic this 
year, the Heart of the Matter event 
was held virtually.  We can’t say 
enough, how much we appreciate 
everyone’s help and participation.  
We would like to say a special 
thank you to this year’s Heart 
of the Matter co-chairs Stacey 
Brandenburgh and Jan Hauser 
for all their hard work putting the 
event together.  Since this was 
all new to us in terms of how the 
event would go, we weren’t sure 
what would happen.  Through your 
generosity, we raised $20,041.99 
to further the services of Epworth 
Village.  Thank You!  If you would 
like to see the event, we have 
recorded it and it’s on our website 
at www.epworthvillage.org.

Platinum
Epworth Village Foundation

Gold
Cornerstone Bank
Dr. Patrick Hotovy 
Helen Wigert
Esther & DeLynn Hay

Silver
Assurity Life Foundation
Bryan & Stacey Brandenburgh
Geneva United Methodist Women
Harmony Nursery & Daylily Farm Inc.
Saint Paul Elmwood United Methodist 

Women
Trinity Community Thrift Store
York First United Methodist Women

Bronze
Archer Zion United Methodist Women
Ceresco United Methodist Women
Crete Grace United Methodist Women
Hallam United Methodist Women
Henderson State Bank
Jack and Jean Vincent
Janssen Ford of York
Jensen Lumber Company
Margaret Donovan
Marilyn Zehring
Metz Mortuary
Mierau & Co. P.C.
Neville Construction, LLC
Peggy Walters
Rod & Ann Lyon
Union Bank & Trust Company
Waverly First United Methodist Women
York General
York Sunrise Sertoma Club

Heart of the Matter Goes Virtual 
This year’s sponsors
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Did you know that 60% of U.S. adults do not have a will or estate 
plan in place (AARP, 2017)?  As 2020 comes to a close and a new 
year will be starting, consider what you might do to secure the 
future for your loved ones and your favorite charities.  

Epworth Village Foundation would like to provide you with 
simple bequest language.  You can share this with your attorney and recommend you 
seek their advice as you make arrangements for a planned gift.

“I give to Epworth Village Foundation, York, Nebraska, 68467, Tax ID Number 47-
0748087, (the sum of $_____ or _____ percent of the rest, residue and remainder of 
my estate) for its general purposes.”

It’s really that easy!  If you would like to know more, please contact Kristi Scheele, 
President, scheelefarms@gmail.com and 402.366.2423. Kristi Scheele, 

President


