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Message from Margaret
Greetings,

I would like to thank everyone for your warm welcome to Epworth Village.  
Since becoming the CEO of Epworth Village, I have meet so many wonderful 
people that are committed to Epworth Village and helping Epworth Village 
carry out its’ mission of serving youth and families in crisis and bringing hope 
and healing to these families. I’ve had the pleasure of meeting many strong 
women from the United Methodist Women’s units who have committed 
themselves to Epworth Village through time, energy, prayers and financial 
support. I have had the pleasure of opening your envelopes and packages with 
Box Tops for Education, Campbell Soup labels and donations to Epworth 
Village and Epworth Village Foundation. I have witnessed the support of 
United Methodist Churches throughout the Great Plains Conference.  

Each time I open an envelope with financial donations, words of encouragement and box tops and labels; each time 
I meet an Epworth Village Partner; each time I visit with a Epworth Village Foundation board member; each time I 
attend an Epworth Village Board of Directors meeting; each time I see a volunteer and volunteer group working at 
Epworth Village; each day when I see Epworth Village staff working with children and families; I am reminded of 
the African proverb: “It takes a whole village to raise a child.” 

Over the past several months as a result of your support and commitment to Epworth Village I have been 
reminded daily of when Jesus was asked what the most important commandment was, he responded: “You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest 
and first commandment.” “The second is this, ‘you shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other 
commandment greater than these.” Mark 12:30-31.  It truly is a shared responsibility that involves the larger family, 
the neighbors and the community for raising a child. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank each of you for your support of Epworth Village. Thank you for 
being a part of the Village and for treating us and the children and families we serve as your Neighbor.  

Blessing to you all, Margaret Donovan, CEO Epworth Village, Inc.

GOING GREEN!   
Epworth Village has gone green!  This past fall, under the direction of Marshall 
Paczosa, Evaluation & Compliance Manager, we have been diligently recycling all of 
our paper, cardboard, and plastic recyclable waste.  With the assistance of Kopcho’s 
Sanitation’s additional receptacle, it is now convenient to keep the trash separate.  
Each office on campus, the Dining Hall, EVLC and in the Cottages has multiple 
wastebaskets to make it easier to go green and stay green.  Please be assured we do also 
maintain privacy and confidentiality when disposing of certain papers – in a safe and 
approved fashion other than recycling as bulk materials.



Giving Passionately
If you are anything like me, 
you get several solicitations 
on a daily basis. All of these 
‘asks’ are heart-touching, good 
causes, but you have a limited 
amount of funds to donate 
What to do and who do you 
choose? You choose Epworth 
Village, of course! Let me tell 
you why.
First of all, Epworth Village 
should be a cause you are 

passionate about. You must believe in the mission, and you 
must believe we have direct care staff which has a positive 
impact on the children’s lives. You must believe that our 
administration is dedicated to squeezing the most out of 
every donation you give. You must believe the board of 
directors are acting in the best interest of Epworth Village, 
and are being good stewards of the gifts we are given.
Matthew 25:35-40 tells about being hungry, thirsty, naked, 
and sick and in prison. The righteous will answer “Lord, 
when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and 
give you drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite 
you in or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see 
you sick or in prison and visit you?” The King will reply, 
“Truly I tell you whatever you did for one of the least of 
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” Giving 
to Epworth or any good cause should be a natural exten-
sion of the gift God has given you in Jesus Christ.
Luke 21:1-4 is the story of Jesus at the temple, seeing the 
rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury. Jesus also 
observed the widow who put in 2 mites. She gave all she 
had. The story is about giving to the church, of course, 
but it is even deeper than that. It is a story about faith and 
believing in God’s promises! The widow believed that God 
would provide for her needs, even if she gave all that she 
had. It’s a story about giving your heart to God. It’s a story 
about having your heart right with God. I’m not asking for 
you to give your last dollar to Epworth. I would like you to 
consider if you are passionate about Epworth. I’m asking if 
giving to Epworth makes you smile and your heart merry. 
If so, please consider becoming a sustaining donor on a 
monthly as an Epworth Village Partner.
God has not called all of us to be on the front line at 
Epworth. I believe He has called all of us to be faithful, to 
pray for Epworth, and do the part He has called us to do. 
If it is giving, please be generous. It takes all of us working 
together to bring Epworth into the future.  May God richly 
bless you in 2016 and beyond.
Dr. Nancy Dob, President Epworth Village Inc. Board of 
Directors
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With the wonderful assistance of two mission project 
groups this fall, Dinsdale Cottage, Stevens Cottage and our 
Central Building will be showing off some beautiful spring 
flowers in just a few months.  Pastor Pat Norris brought 
a small group from her area of Rising City, Brainard and 
Schuyler in September and Trinity United Methodist 
Church in Lincoln brought a group of 5th and 6th graders 
to do some landscaping beautification on our main campus 
in October.  John and Sherry Bennett graciously hosted 
Pastor Pat’s group and Trinity’s group was hosted by Evelyn 
Campbell, PR Director.  Assorted tulips, daffodils and 
irises were planted, along with some needed weeding and 
mulching.  The group from Trinity also had a great time 
harvesting the last of the mini-pumpkins and some squash 
from our Big Garden project while getting a history of 
Epworth and a tour!  It is with the assistance of so many 
others that Epworth Village is able to continue serving our 
clients and their families and we are always grateful for 
these types of projects.  If you, or your group would like 
a tour or have an opportunity to use you or your group’s 
time and talents please let Evelyn know – her email is 
ecampbell@epworthvillage.org.  

SPRING SURPRISES COMING!

Epworth Village Wings
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BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE
At the Epworth Village Foundation’s annual meeting in 
August the following officers were elected: President:  Kristi 
Scheele - Vice President:  Gene Robb - Secretary:  Suzanne 
Vanous  Treasurer:  Daryl Wilton - Members:  Celeste 
Napier, Cindy Naber, Rhonda Barrows, Dave Ciccone and 
Fran Crowe.

While the Epworth Village Foundation is fairly new, being 
established in 1992, the history of Epworth Village dates 
back 126 years from the days of Mother’s Jewels Home for 
children, a working farm and now today offering 
Family Centered Treatment which includes 
Foster Care Services, In-Home Family Services, 
Residential Group Home A and the Epworth 
Village Learning Center.

It is evident that over the years Epworth Village 
has had to ‘reinvent’ itself to continue to serve 
hurting youth and families.  Over the last 3-4 
years, due largely to changes state funding and 
delayed payments, 36 agencies serving children/
youth in Nebraska have closed.  During this 
time Epworth has fought to stay open to provide 
needed services for those Nebraska families.  
Because of your in-kind and financial donations, plus 
financial help from the Foundation and the United 
Methodist Women they have managed to keep their doors 
open!

Since we do not see any positive changes in public funding 
coming any time soon --- Epworth will continue to rely 
heavily on your generous gifts to keep their doors open. 
There are 4 ways you can help keep Epworth’s doors open:

1. Partners Program where you can make a monthly 
donation to Epworth Village Inc. or Epworth 
Village Foundation either by manual check or 
electronic payment options.

2. Write a check directly to Epworth Village Inc. for 
immediate help OR Epworth Village Foundation 
if you would like to ‘grow’ your donation and help 
ensures that Epworth Village will be open for years 
to come.

3. You can donate grain to Epworth Village Inc. or The 
Epworth Village Foundation -- Accounts have been 
set up at Central Valley Ag Co-op so that you may 
donate your grain when you deliver it.  When you 
do donate grain PLEASE call Epworth and let them 
know the grain is there so Epworth can sell the 
grain.  If you would like to know more about this 
program please contact me (scheelefarm@yahoo.
com) and I can explain it more fully. 

4. Consider memorials and tribute gifts in honor of 
family or friends.  Bequests, Planned Giving and 
Estate Planning are other methods in which to ensure 
that we can continue our mission for years to come.   
Such gifts may also entitle your estate to an unlimited 
federal estate tax charitable deduction.  Both Epworth 
Village Inc. and Epworth Village Foundation are 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations allowing for tax-
deductible charitable giving opportunities so be sure 
to discuss the options with your family and legal/ 
accounting professionals.

Because private funding is essential to Epworth and their 
mission, I hope you will prayerfully consider a monetary 
gift to Epworth Village.  Your gifts will go toward insuring 
the Epworth mission of helping hurting youth and families 
continues long into the future— Thank you and Blessings 
to you all—

Kristi Scheele, President  (scheelefarm@yahoo.com)Epworth 
Village Foundation
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I would like to thank everyone for your warm welcome to Epworth Village.  Since becoming the CEO of 
Epworth Village, I have meet so many wonderful people that are committed to Epworth Village and 
helping Epworth Village carry out its’ mission of serving youth and families in crisis and bringing hope 
and healing to these families. I’ve had the pleasure of meeting many strong women from the United 
Methodist Women’s units who have committed themselves to Epworth Village through time, energy, 
prayers and financial support. I have had the pleasure of opening your envelopes and packages with Box 
Tops for Education, Campbell Soup labels and donations to Epworth Village and Epworth Village 
Foundation. I have witnessed the support of United Methodist Churches throughout the Great Plains 
Conference.  

Each time I open an envelope with financial donations, words of encouragement and box tops and labels; 
each time I meet an Epworth Village Partner; each time I visit with a Epworth Village Foundation board 
member; each time I attend an Epworth Village Board of Directors meeting; each time I see a volunteer 
and volunteer group working at Epworth Village; each day when I see Epworth Village staff working 
with children and families; I am reminded of the African proverb: “It takes a whole village to raise a 
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Celebrate all of the Good things God 
has given you!       ~ Deuteronomy 26:11                                               

Save the Date:              
                                October 20, 2016 
 
 
 
 

2015 HEART OF THE MATTER 
PROCEEDS NETTED $19,625.00!  
Thank you to everyone who 
contributed their time, talents 
and donations to the event. 
 

Epworth Village Wings



4

Wednesday, November 10, 2015 Epworth Village’s Boy 
Scout Troop 314 received their official troop flag.  York’s 
Troop 174 of St. Joseph’s School donated the troop flag.  
The flag was presented to Troop 314 Leader Ray Boston by 
Gene Mulinix Troop 174’s Leader.  Ray and Tammy Boston 
have contributed their time and talents to maintain the 
Boy Scout Troop for Epworth Village.  The troop meets 
every two weeks at Stevens Cottage and provides the young 
men opportunities to earn scout badges, learn new skills 
and expand their experiences with outdoor activities.  This 
past year some of those activities have included, horseback 

TROOP 314 – EPWORTH VILLAGE – CORNHUSKER COUNCIL

riding, rock wall climbing, learning about electricity and 
the public power industry, outdoor camp cooking in 
addition to life skills.  

INTO THE GREAT OUTDOORS
Saturday, February 20, Troop 314 of Epworth Village spent the day outside 
learning outdoor skills.  Troop Leader Ray Boston and the young men of Stevens 
Cottage spent the day enjoying the sunshine and participating in several skill 
building events.  Along with a hike, lessons included how to pack light when 
hiking, preparing a Meal in a Bag, and building makeshift shelters.  Each team of 
scouts built a shelter – and they were all unique in style! Having an opportunity 
to enjoy the good weather in February, and also be outdoors in the woods was a 
great experience for the troop.  Troop 314 Leaders, Ray and Tammy Boston meet 
with the participating scouts bi-weekly at 
Stevens Cottage.  Merit badges are earned 
and on display in  Mills Cottage dining 
room.  When transferring away from 
Epworth Village the scout can take his 
awards and standing and transfer into any 
troop.  Our scouting program is one of 
several enrichment programs in place for 
the youth at Epworth Village.

Right: Shelter building skills in the making!
Far right: Troop 314 Leader Ray Boston 

working with youth from Stevens Cottage 
on outdoor skills.

Epworth Village Wings
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YORK – Tuesday, February 23 the Epworth Village Inc. Board of Directors held their second meeting of the new year. Pic-
tured above are members of the board charged with leading the child and family services agency located in York. Epworth 
Village has a 126 year history of providing hope and healing through Christ to persons in need. Pictured from left to right 
front row are: Kristi Scheele (Epworth Village Foundation President), Louise Niemann (president elect), Marilyn Zehring, 
Pastor Art Phillips, Esther Hay, Renee Mattox, Kerry Hoffschneider. Back Row left to right: Rev. Ralph Gaines, Dist. Supt. 
Lance Clay, Patti Vincent, Del Ficke, Susan Kringle, Beth Ericson, Dr. Nancy Dob (current president), Dr. Pat Hotovy, Ben 
Garrett and Jeremy Janzen. Not Pictured: Dan Cole, Doug Koopman, Jerry Miller and Bishop Ann Scherer-Simpson.

2016 EPWORTH VILLAGE, INC. BOARD OF DIRECTORS

À Harrietta Reynolds and Margaret Donovan at 2015 Executive Directors 
Meeting – St. Louis, MO November 2015

Á Harriett Jane Olson - National United Methodist Women CEO 

Â Epworth Village Holiday Staff/Clients/Family Dinner – prepared by 
Board Member Dr. Pat Hotovy and his ‘crew’ at First United Methodist 
Church of York and Epworth Village PR Director, Evelyn Campbell – 
December 2015

Ã Epworth’s Farmer’s Market produce - abundance from our Big Garden 
project at York’s East Hill Park event along with Foster Care staff and 
promotion

Ä Evelyn Campbell and Margaret Donovan attending Prairie River 
District’s Fall Meeting – September 2015

À Á Â

Ã Ä
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CAMPBELL’S PROGRAM
LABELS FOR EDUCATION COMING TO AN END 
York’s Epworth Village working to reach 1.6 million points by June 1st

Epworth Village, Inc. 
of York, Nebraska has 
been one of the on-
going participants in the 
Campbell’s Labels for 
Education redemption 
program for many years.  
For the past 42 years, 
Campbell has proudly 
offered the program which 
has contributed more 

than $110 million in school supplies to tens of thousands of 
schools across the U.S.   Sadly, Campbell’s has reached the 
point where the decision was made to wind down the Labels 
for Education program.  

Epworth Village’s current Labels for Education program 
has been geared to accumulating 1.6 million points to 
redeem for a new mini-van.  They currently have close 
to 400,000 points in their account.  In order for Epworth 
Village to reach their goal, they are planning a big push from 
March 1 to June 1 to achieve the 1.6 million points. Points 
can be found on Campbell’s product labels – a designated 
point value attached to the bar code.  The label, as shown 
above, is the only part of a label that needs to be submitted. 

Pastor Mark Schutt of Centenary United Methodist 
Church in Beatrice, Nebraska made a great announcement 

from the pulpit 
this past Sunday 
saying “We 
have all heard 
of Epworth’s 
label project 
for years, if we 
all get the word 
out we can put a dent in this and see how many labels we 
can come up with, and if every church did this, think what 
would happen?”  On that note, Epworth Village is seeking 
Labels for Education be collected and received by Epworth 
Village by June 1, 2016 to meet Campbell’s deadline for 
label submission. Participating products include Campbell’s, 
Pepperidge Farm, Pace and Prego Sauces, V-8 products 
and BIC pen products. Epworth Village wishes to thank 
the many individuals, UMW units and churches who have 
spent time submitting labels over the years helping Epworth 
Village meets the needs of its clients.  The Campbell’s 
redemption catalog will be utilized to redeem points if 
Epworth Village falls short of the 1.6 million – so please 
check the participating product list for your favorites from 
the list above and remember to submit your Labels for 
Education by June 1st to Epworth Village.  Trimmed labels 
can be submitted by your church, UMW unit or mailed in 
direct to Epworth Village at PO Box 503 York, NE  68467.

Fall term ended on December 18th with the annual 
Movie Day at the Sun Theatre, followed by the fall term’s 
school awards and Cottage Life awards in Mills Dining 
Hall.  Epworth Village and Epworth Village Learning 
Center (EVLC) staff provided pot luck dishes and our 
USDA/Kitchen Mgr., Tammy Henry provided the main 
course for a great luncheon!  Many thanks to EVLC 
teacher JoAnn Norquest for once again organizing and 
soliciting donations for this annual event. By contacting 
all York area banks, JoAnn once again secured the 
sponsorship for this event.  Our special thanks to 
Cornerstone Bank, Midwest Bank, York State Bank, 
Henderson State Bank and Union Bank for helping the 
students and our staff and families kick-off the holidays!

Epworth Village Wings
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e-Giving.com is the internet commerce software Epworth Village 
utilizes for Epworth Partners to provide the option of electronic 
donations via credit card or bank account. This donation option 
was created with you in mind. Your passion for supporting 
Epworth Village services and the Epworth Village Foundation in 
continuing our mission of hope and healing for youth and families 
is always appreciated. Our ministry comes with a unique set of 
challenges that is complemented with the ease of electronic support 
from our donors. Our on-line giving platform helps you determine 
how best to support us on a sustaining level and provides you a safe 
and secure contribution method.  You may enroll in our  e-Giving 
option by clicking on the DONATE button on our website at  
www.epworthvillage.org – this will take you direct to the e-Giving 
website to enroll and select your giving options.  Please contact 
Evelyn Campbell in our PR/Donor Development office if you have 
any questions – 402-362-3353, ext. 1144.

CONNECTING GIVING SOLUTIONS …  
TO THE HEARTS OF OUR DONORS

POSTAGE 
POLICY 
CHANGES

Epworth Village has changed their contribution/
pledge envelopes and paid postage effective 
December 17, 2015.  After a great deal of research 
and meeting with our local post office, we declined to 
renew our Business Reply Mail permit that allowed 
for your donations to be submitted in a postage paid 
envelope.  Our permit costs to maintain the BRM 
permit averaged $1400+ a year.  A large part of that 

fee was for administration and handling, but we also 
paid a per-piece ‘handling’ fee – even if you added a 
stamp.  In our ongoing quest of being good stewards of 
our funds, we have now returned to our Bulk Mailing 
Permit for large mailings which allows us to pay about 
$0.18 per letter/post card mailing.  We will use this 
permit for all mailings of 200 or more pieces.  We will 
continue to provide a self-addressed envelope for the 
convenience of our donors with pledge and newsletter 
mailings.  So thank you for your continued support 
when mailing in donations and Box Tops & Labels for 
Education and we ask your support in placing current 
postage on the envelope when mailing to Epworth 
Village.

Please remember your email address is important to us 
as it can save us postage – and we do not ever share that 
information with anyone outside of Epworth Village’s 
database.  If you are not sure if we have your current 
email . . . just email ecampbell@epworthvillage.org  
and Evelyn will update our records.

Epworth Village Wings



The children and families we serve 
along with Epworth Village’s staff and 
management want to thank you for the 

blessings, prayers and support we received 
during the holiday season and throughout 

2015. Your amazing and continuous 
generosity of gifts and on-going support 

help us to continue serving those most 
in need. We wish you and your families 
continued blessings and love in 2016.

The One and Only Needs List!      
Epworth Village is in need of the following items: 

 • Monetary gifts
 • Toilet paper!
 • White copy paper (8.5 x 11.5)
 • Rolls of paper towels
 • Paper Napkins
 • Gift Cards to Walmart - Menard’s – Walgreens or  

Fast Food Outlets
 • Manila tab file folders
 • A whole or half Beef or Pork to be processed
 • Alcohol-free Hand Sanitizer and Antibacterial hand soap 

in dispensers
 • Feminine Hygiene Products
 • Scented (female) Body Wash/Shampoo –Hair Conditioner 

products
 • Campbell’s Labels for Education (program will be ending 

summer 2016)
 • Box Top Points
 • Cottages Kitchen Needs – silverware and melamine 

(unbreakable) bowls; 12 oz. or 14 oz. clear plastic glasses  
  • Garden working supplies: gloves, hoses, sunscreen,  

bug repellent (for humans!) 
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