
for the Epworth minis-

try.  God is at work 

through many people: 

Board of Directors, staff, 

supporters, churches, 

t h e  l i s t  g o e s 

on…….thanks be to God 

for calling and working 

through so many people  

to encourage and give 

new life to Epworth over 

the past 1 ½ years!  

  

The Local Church      

Lay Ambassadors 

First, I am pleased to be 

back home in Beatrice 

after serving 15 months 

as Interim CEO of Ep-

worth Village.  Even 

more pleased that the 

Epworth Board 

of Directors 

recruited and 

secured Marga-

ret Donovan to 

serve as CEO 

as Epworth 

goes about re-

building pro-

grams, stabilizing, and 

equipping itself to con-

tinue to be the hands of 

Christ, right here in 

Nebraska. 

 

Epworth Part-

ners started in 

June of 2013.  It 

i s  an  a l l -

volunteer, grass-

roots, effort to 

raise awareness, 

prayer and fi-

nancial support 

EPWORTH PARTNERS MAKING A 

DIFFERENCE 

Margaret Donovan of 

Eagle Butte, South Da-

kota began her new po-

sition of Chief Executive 

Officer of Epworth Vil-

lage on Sept. 8, 2015.  

 

A Nebraska native, 

Donovan was born and 

raised in Valentine. She 

received her Bachelor’s 

degree in Social Work 

from University of Ne-

braska Kearney and her 

Juris Doctor degree 

from Creighton Univer-

sity Law School. Her 

professional focus has 

centered on children 

and families in crisis. 

She brings with her a 

wealth of experience 

working with at-risk 

youth and families. In 

addition, Donovan has 

worked within 

the framework 

of private, state 

and federal 

programs and 

in grant writing 

whi ch  wi l l 

bring a new 

level of exper-

tise to Epworth Village 

as it continues to ex-

pand its services. 

 

In a conversation with 

Deanna Holland, Dono-

van indicated her desire 

to “create a 

culture of ser-

vice” at Ep-

worth Village. 

“This is not just 

a job or a pay-

check; we are 

d o i n g  t h e 

Lord’s work 

here.” 

EPWORTH VILLAGE 

PARTNERS PROGRAM 
 

An Epworth Partner 

prayerfully commits 

to 

 pray regularly for 

Epworth Village 

 stay informed 

about Epworth 

Village 

 consider a regular 

monthly gift to 

Epworth Village 

EPWORTH VILLAGE 

2119 Division Ave. 

York, NE 68467 

402.362.3353 

On the web at: 

EpworthVillage.org 

 

Questions? Comments? 

Contact 

HARRIETTA REYNOLDS 

Epworth Partners 

Coordinator 

Phone: 308.940.0147 

Email: 

hrepartner@ymail.com 

November 2015 

Deanna Holland, 

Editor 

(Coordinators) play a big 

role, as do the Epworth 

Mission Interpreters. 

Again all are working to 

raise awareness and sup-

port for this life- saving 

work.  Interpreters have 

been in 150 churches, 

since June, 2013.  Records 

show in 2012, local church 

MUSIC IS IN THE AIR 

AT EPWORTH VILLAGE 

 

See article on page 2. 

 

MEET THE NEW CEO 

CONTINUED ON P. 2 



story of Epworth Village. In the last 

two years, they have been in 150 

churches. The goal is to be in 100 

more by the end of 2016. Another 

goal is to have an Epworth Lay Am-

bassador (contact person) in each 

congregation.  

 

Epworth Mission Interpreters met in 

2 locations recently -  Lincoln Cal-

vary UMC and Anselmo UMC. They 

shared information, orientation, up-

dates, and discussed ways to reach 

EPWORTH MISSION INTERPRETERS 

out, regarding the latest work of Ep-

worth. A wide variety of United 

Methodists are involved, coming from 

all areas of Nebraska. They are inter-

generational, retired clergy, college 

students, lay persons, and active mis-

sion personnel, all ready to go, when 

the call comes. 

 

Please contact Harrietta Reynolds, 

Epworth Partner Coordinator, if you 

would like an Epworth Mission Inter-

preter to come to your church. 

The ministry of Epworth Village at 

York, has a small group of committed 

United Methodist volunteers who 

work tirelessly to raise awareness 

about the Christ-like work Epworth 

Village is doing right here in Ne-

braska. Epworth needs every church, 

individual, and family to become in-

volved, by praying for and supporting 

this near-by mission effort. These 

volunteers are Epworth Mission 

Interpreters and are prepared to go 

to churches and groups to share the 

curriculum was added.  Now residen-

tial students can take piano and/or 

guitar lessons.  Volunteer instructors 

from the York community are teach-

ing teens how to make music.  A pi-

ano, keyboards, and guitars were 

donated.  It was a great start.  An 

interested group of clients, staff, and 

community members got together 

and music was in the air.  

  

POINTERS FOR EPWORTH LAY AMBASSADORS 

Through donations, 8 guitars were 

purchased.  Students can check them 

out and they know that “practice 

makes perfect.”  Well almost!  Mak-

ing music at any level can be, and 

often is, a life-changer.  It is defi-

nitely an enriching activity  

Music is a major and meaningful part 

of life.  It touches all parts of one’s 

being – even the soul!  Someone even 

said, “Music is the language of the 

soul.”  It breaks down all kinds of 

barriers and is more than therapeu-

tic. 

 

Several months ago, Epworth 

brought music to the campus and 

school, on a regular basis.  A music 
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giving was $30,082.38. In 2014, local 

church financial support was 

$206,533.00!  Plus individual giving 

was up from $74,412.06 to 

$221,527.00 (most of which came 

from individual United Methodists.) 

Giving from both churches and indi-

viduals came in large part from 

churches where Epworth Mission In-

terpreters had shared. Yes, Epworth 

Partners are making a difference! 
 

So, together we press on.  Needs are 

greater than ever for struggling chil-

dren, youth and families. 

 

As God sent me, so I send you, and 

he breathed on them the Holy Spirit.  

John 20: 21-22.  
 

Harrietta Reynolds, Missionary, 

Epworth Partners Coordinator 

308-940-0147  

hrepartner@ymail.com 

MUSIC IN THE AIR   

How will you share, inspire, and lead 

members and friends in your congre-

gation to become actively involved 

with the Epworth Village Mission?  

 

  Written communications: Bulletin 

inserts, brochures, newsletters, 

etc. 

 Epworth Village Display Board.  

Use brochures, pictures, lettering, 

scriptural references … the more 

eye-catching, the better. 

 Oral presentations. Ask for a min-

ute to tell about Epworth in the 

worship service. Ask to meet with 

various classes and groups, includ-

ing the Mission or Outreach Com-

mittees.  

 Bring the opportunity of becoming 

Epworth Partners to the congrega-

tion. This can be done in numerous 

ways, some listed above. Example:  

One church involved the youth, 

with laptops, to sign up families 

and individuals on-line as Epworth 

Partners, after a presentation at 

the worship service. 

 Work with the Pastor to invite an 

Epworth Mission Interpreter to 

come to your church. 

 Consider adopting Epworth Village 

as a Vacation Bible School Mission 

Project. 

ANNOUNCING: 

A new three-minute Ep-

worth Village video is 

available for download at 

www.greatplainsumc.org. 

Be watching in the next newsletter for 

hints on how to use it. 


