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STRENGTHENING the CONNECTION 

Jesus said to His follow-

ers 2,000 years ago and 

says to us today: “Peace 

be with you. As God sent 

me, so I send you.” Then 

he breathed on them the 

Holy Spirit.      John 20:21-22 

 

What we know about  

Epworth Village, which 

began 127 years ago as 

an orphanage, is that it 

was founded by and is an 

integral part of the mis-

sion of what is now the 

United Methodist 

Church.   

 The UMC is a connec-

tional church, meaning 

that we are all inter-

twined in carrying for-

ward Jesus’ ministry 

and mission to the 

hurting and powerless 

ones in our midst. 

 Somehow as the years 

have passed and as EV 

became too dependent 

on state funding, the 

“connection” waned 

between EV and UM 

persons and churches. 

Thanks go out to the 

women of the church, 

United Methodist 

Women, who stepped 

up when the rest of 

the church was not 

heavily involved. 

 Epworth Partners is an 

intentional grass roots 

effort to strengthen 

the “connection” be-

tween EV and the 

WHOLE UM people.   

 Partners Program 

seeks to accomplish 

this by: 

1. Identifying an Ep-

worth Lay Ambassa-

dor in every church. 

2. Sending an EV 

speaker/resource 

interpreter into 

each congregation. 

3. Inviting local congre-

gations, classes, 

individuals, and 

families to become 

ongoing and en-

rolled EV Partners. 

This means they will 

agree to learn 

about, pray for, and 

support EV and its 

work on a regular 

and intentional ba-

sis. 

 

Blest be the tie that 

binds…….Thanks for 

helping strengthen the 

“connection” between 

your congregation, your 

life of discipleship, and 

the mission/ministry of 

Jesus, that is moving 

forward, and bringing 

peace and justice. 

 

Your Sister in Christ, 

  Harrietta Reynolds, 

  UM Missionary 

A RESOURCE for YOUR CHURCH 

One of the great Epworth 

Village resources for the 

Great Plains churches is our 

EV Mission Interpreters. 

They have the latest infor-

mation about Epworth and 

are prepared to share it 

with your congregation. 

 

As a first step, have a con-

versation with your pastor 

and choose a date or two 

when a mission interpreter 

can share with you in wor-

ship. To make the most of 

his/her time with you, ar-

range for visits with SS 

classes, youth groups 

and/or the United Method-

ist Women, perhaps on 

United Methodist Women 

Sunday. 

 

As a second step, contact 

Harrietta to request a Mis-

sion Interpreter.  

Make plans now for the 

summer and fall. 



Epworth’s garden grows because its 
sister mission organization, “The Big 
Garden” project in Omaha, helped 
Epworth’s clients and staff get it going 
and growing last year. Now, in Spring 
2016, it is being planted in newly built 
boxes and a new crop is on its way – 
barring a rabbit, deer, or grasshopper 
invasion! 
 
It grows much more than good fresh 
produce. It is a shared project where 

clients, staff, and community mem-
bers work together and 
grow in relationship. How-
ever, the good fresh pro-
duce is a blessing as well. 
Much is used for the meals 
in the two client cottages 
and in the Epworth dining 
hall. Extra produce is 
taken to the weekly 
Farmer’s Market in York. 
The income goes into the 

garden fund. 
 
Epworth’s growing garden 
produces an abundant har-
vest: growing relationships 
between gardeners and the 
soil, healthy interaction be-
tween clients and staff, 
deepened sense of the mys-
tery of new life springing 
from the soil. It is just a gar-
den, but, after all, that’s 
where life started……. 

HOW DOES EPWORTH VILLAGE’S BIG GARDEN GROW? 

Note:  The chart covers just 2 categories of income. Ep-

worth Village will be publishing the full 2015 Annual Report 

in the near future. The UM Church & Individuals category is 

based on income from all sources of The United Methodist 

Church, plus individual United Methodists. 

 

Checking back on previous Annual Reports, in 2007, the 

United Methodist funding was at 2% of total income, so it 

had been somewhat of a trend. The progress speaks loudly 

to what Epworth Partners has done and is doing …  having 

speakers, raising awareness in general. The above is  only 

the financial support – even more important is the prayer 

support that comes through God’s people. Jesus taught us 

well – now we pray for courage and wisdom to see that 

JUSTICE & KINDNESS are realities to the hurting children 

and families right here in Nebraska. 

The Epworth Village, Inc. 2015 financial audit has revealed 

encouraging facts: 

EV had a clean 2015 audit (first time in recent years) 

and operated in the black. 

This is encouraging and remarkable, especially when com-

pared with 2 previous audits – in 2013 Epworth Village was 

¾ million dollars in debt – and far from a clean audit.  WAY 

TOO DEPENDENT ON THE STATE OF NEBRASKA FOR FUND-

ING. 
 

Comparing income financial statements from the last sev-

eral years tells the story: 
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THE CHURCH IS STEPPING UP! 

LAST CALL FOR 
CAMPBELL’S LABELS 

The Campbell’s Company is discon-
tinuing its Labels for Education pro-
gram, but we have one final oppor-
tunity to get a new van for Epworth. 
Collect all that you can NOW and 
ask your pastor or lay member of 
Annual Conference to take them to 
the Epworth display at AC in 
Topeka, beginning June 1. 
NOTE: The Boxtops for Education 

program continues! 
 
RAISING AWARENESS 
and FUNDS 
Beatrice Centenary 
UMC held a Bake Sale 
this spring to highlight 
the Epworth Partners 
Program. Several indi-
viduals, the Thursday 
Morning Bible Study, 
and the Administrative 
Council have become 
Partners, and the bake 
sale helped fulfill their 
financial commitment 
to Epworth. The free-
will gifts totaled $722! 

HOW DO YOU SHARE 
THIS NEWSLETTER? 

If you are receiving this 
newsletter by email, 
please forward it to oth-
ers in your church and 
community to share the 
news about Epworth. Or 
send it to your church 
secretary and ask if she’ll 
forward it to church 
members. If you’re re-
ceiving it by U.S. Mail, 
please pass it around to 
others. Ask them if they 
are interested in becom-
ing partners.  

THIS AND THAT 


