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Message from Margaret
in God’s love and compassion. I
consider our Executive Assistant/
Development Manager, Mary Plock,
a God send and daily blessing for all
the work she does every day to keep
Epworth Village operating smoothly.
This month, she and the Heart of
the Matter Committee planned
and carried out a memorable and
successful event.

Greetings from Epworth Village!
It is apparent that Epworth Village
has been graced with many blessings
over the past 129 years. Many of which
we may never know; but in the short
three years that I’ve been at Epworth
Village, I have experienced and
witnesses an abundance of blessings.
This includes our talented, dedicated
and tireless Board of Directors who
give so much of their time to Epworth
Village. I never cease to be amazed by
Epworth’s skilled and devoted staff,
who each day go above and beyond to
serve vulnerable children and families

Save
the
Date!

Another blessing that never ceases
to amaze me is the generosity of all
of you – our donors and supporters!
Because of you, our staff are not
only able to provide quality services,
but are also able to help the families
with basic necessities such as food,
personal hygiene products, and
clothing. These basic assistance items
empower staff and their families with
the ability to work on deeper, more
traumatic issues.
As faithful supporters of the Epworth
Village mission and work, you are
the foundation of our success in
helping children and families to
thrive. Coming into a season of
thanksgiving, I’m very grateful for
each of you. I pray blessings for you
this season.

Welcome
to Epworth!

Recently, we have been blessed with the
addition of Titus Robison as our Chief
Operating Officer. I have actually worked
with Titus for almost three years. Titus
contacted me shortly after I started at
Epworth Village and wanted to meet and
talk about ways he could be involved in
Epworth Village’s mission. He ran similar
programs serving children and families
in Oklahoma and Texas for over 10 years
before moving to York. Prior to coming
to Epworth Village, Titus served as
Advancement Officer for York College,
his alma mater. Titus has a beautiful
wife of 14 years and four wonderful
daughters. Join us in welcoming Titus to
the Epworth family!

Thursday, October 17, 2019

Heart of the Matter Benefit Dinner and Auction
Holthus Convention Center, York, Nebraska
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Heart of the Matter Dinner and Auction a Great Success!
On October 11th, our annual fundraising dinner and auction
was held in York at the Holthus Convention Center. Over
115 guests came and enjoyed a wonderful meal, catered by
Chances ‘R’, and many great auction items; donated by local
businesses, churches, individuals and UMWs. Rev. Ralph
Gaines, President-Elect Board of Directors, was our Master of
Ceremonies and made sure the evening ran smoothly. Several
board members made special presentations, including the
“Freddy” Award. This year’s recipient was Louise Niemann,
President for the Board of Directors for Epworth Village,
for her tireless dedication to Epworth. Both a live and silent
auction were in place to raise funds needed to sustain our
children and families in care. From this year’s event, a total
of $24,021.00 was given and pledged to sustain the children
and families served by Epworth. We are grateful for all the
support from everyone; and thank you for making this event
a success!

Check out Our New Re-designed Website
After several months of work, we have updated and refreshed our website! If you haven’t seen it recently, make
sure to check out www.epworthvillage.org. There is still
some work to be done, but we are excited to share the new
look with you. We hope you will find it user friendly and an
upgrade to our previous site.
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Thank you for Responding to
Back to School and Car Seat Needs
A very big thank you to everyone who contributed to helping
purchase car seats and back to school items for our children
and families! Since a new law will take effect on January 1,
2019 in regards to new child restraint standards, your support
and donations will help provide car seats for our vehicles
as we transport
children in their
communities. If
you are interested
in providing a
car seat for this
project, you can
sponsor one for
$129. Thank you
for your support!
(Picture Courtesy
of Sugar Pop
Reviews)
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Taken from the York News Times, October 5, 2018 by Jessica Votipka

Baby Remembered after 115 years

YORK -- On Oct. 4, 1903 – 115
years ago – a baby was born. This
baby is special, though; not because
of what is known, but because of what
isn’t. Lyle Durwood died at York’s
Mother’s Jewels Home, which would
eventually become Epworth Village.
According to records, Baby Durwood
arrived at Mother’s Jewels Home with
a Harvard, Neb. doctor and his nurse,
whose names are unknown. Even the
name “Lyle Durwood” is uncertain, as
orphaned babies sometimes arrived
without a name. Baby Durwood
died Dec. 16, 1903, having been at
Mother’s Jewels Home for only a
few months. He was buried in the
United Methodist Church nonprofit’s
section of Greenwood Cemetery
in York – without a headstone. Yet
another mystery in the short life of
Lyle Durwood. Reverend Daniel
E. Spearow – Epworth Village
Foundation board member and pastor
at Stromsburg, Polk and Benedict
United Methodist Churches – looked
to history for an explanation. Could
it be lack of funds or family? Maybe
Baby Durwood did have a headstone
at one time? “In the instance of this
child, there may not have been money
available for anything more than a
marker that has crumbled to dust with
the passing of the years,” Spearow
said. Baby Durwood’s burial site
-- documented in Epworth’s records
– was brought to board president
Kristi Scheele’s attention. There began
the efforts to keep the memory of a
mysterious baby’s earthly existence
from crumbling to dust. Scheele and
her fellow board members noticed
that nine other graves near Baby
Durwood’s plot all had identical
headstones. At that point, Scheele
said, they knew something had to be
done. “It felt right to do something,”
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Scheele said. After much research,
multiple researchers came to the same
conclusion. “We’ve been thinking
about it for quite some time,” Scheele
said. “We really delved into it this
summer.” Scheele contacted Wegner
Monument Company to have a
headstone identical to the other plots
made. Wegner gave a discount on
the stone, said Wegner Monument
co-owner Ron Kennedy. “We were
happy to be a part of it,” Kennedy said.
“Everyone should have a stone. There
should be something to recognize
you.” “No one should ever pass
without being remembered,” Spearow
said. “God never forgot the child, nor
should we.” After information about
the stone and plot were circulated at
a foundation board meeting, Spearow
said he knew right away what he
needed to do. “I knew, immediately,
that I wanted to offer a Service of
Remembrance and Dedication,” he
said. “There was no hesitation on my
part, as a pastor, to volunteer to do
this service.” And so, on Oct. 4, 2018,

in the chilled, drizzling rain, tiny Lyle
Durwood finally received his physical
mark on the world. A small group
gathered that dreary day, celebrating
a birthday that had never been
celebrated. After the Bible passages,
the service, the singing – the group
walked away knowing the baby’s mark
would last for lifetimes – because of
them. But, according to Spearow, Baby
Durwood’s mark was with us all along:
“Even though there is so little known
about this child, he is a part of who we
are today. He is a part of our history.
I want all to know that even though
we don’t have all of the history at our
disposal, the child is precious and his
resting place is hallowed ground.”

Reverend Daniel E. Spearow – Epworth Village Foundation board member and pastor
at Stromsburg, Polk and Benedict United Methodist Churches conducts a Service of
Remembrance and Dedication at the burial site of baby Lyle Durwood.
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WANT TO HELP A FAMILY
THIS CHRISTMAS?

Christ is born!

God gave His Son to save us!

We have the gift of eternal life!

We are looking for individuals and/or churches interested
in adopting an Epworth Village foster family this holiday
season. We would like to bless all the children in our foster
homes with 2 gifts each. If you are interested in helping,
please contact Mary Plock by November 26th at
402-362-3353 ext. 1114 or mplock@epworthvillage.org
for more information. All gifts will need to be purchased and
received by Epworth Village no later than December 7th.
Want to help but don’t like to shop? We will gladly accept
your monetary gift and do the shopping for you.
Thank you for your continued support of Epworth Village.
Mary Plock

Executive Assistant/Development Manager

