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Message from Margaret
I would like to share with
you some recent stories
from our Foster Care
Program that show the
powerful impact that
together we can have
on families, even during
these uncertain times!
Though school ended
in mid-May, we had one
older youth work until
mid-June so that she
could complete more than 50 assignments allowing her
to officially become a senior in high school and move
one step closer to graduating. Along with this youth
completing an important milestone, we supported
another youth as they moved towards an important
milestone and successfully completed/passed driver’s
education. Though these may seem like small everyday
activities, for youth in foster care who have been
moved several times these are huge achievements
accomplished with the support of our dedicated foster
families and staff.
Recently one of our foster youth was able to move to
permanency with a relative foster home. When this
young youth came into foster care last year, everyone on
the team thought this would be an easy transition since
this youth had spent so much time with them. However,
there were some unexpected turns for the entire family
when one of the family members suddenly passed away.
The youth began acting out as a way to deal with the
loss. Katie, who works in both our In-Home and Foster
Care Programs, was assigned as the foster care specialist
and was able to pull heavily from her family support
knowledge and tools to work with the family and the
youth. She was able to move the situation from being a

possible disruption in placement to a stable and healthy
family unit which resulted in permanent guardianship.
This is what our staff do every day, going that extra mile
to develop trusting working relationships with families
so they can provide them with the tools and skills
necessary for their long- term well-being which in turn
provides life lasting impact for the children and youth.
These are examples of the impact you make every single
day by supporting our ministry!

Meet our new Center Director

Collette Kretz

I have been married for 4
years and we have a newborn.
I love trying new foods and
traveling to see the world
with my family. I graduated
with a degree in Elementary
Education from York College
and I filled my Student
Teaching requirement in a
kindergarten room at Emmanuel Faith Lutheran School
here in York. I love working with children and have been
working with under-school aged children for over 10
years. My heart has always moved towards the early
childhood area. I love the small children. I worked as
a Paraprofessional at York Elementary school after I
graduated.
I believe that small children learn best with interaction
and reinforcement. Many young children learn simply by
conversation and playing games. I want to be a resource
to parents and teachers alike. I plan to work with the
teachers to provide the best environment possible for
the young learners in our care. I hope I can be a blessing
to parents, teachers, and children in my time with Little
Jewels Child Care and Enrichment Center.
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Considering adoption?
Choose an older child.
They need a family too!
• Pre-service training through NFAPA
• On-going education

• Resources for all age groups
• In-home interventions

For more information,
contact:
• Parent support group
Katherine Higgins
khiggins@epworthvillage.org • 24/7 assistance
or call 402-366-1857

respite provides
children and families
a much needed break.
Are you able to provide:

• Short term housing options
• Flexibility

• Stabilization for a child

• Informal support for a child and family
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For more information,
contact:
Katherine Higgins
khiggins@epworthvillage.org
or call 402-366-1857

Epworth Village Wings

EPWORTH VILLAGE WINGS

REMEMBER EPWORTH IN YOUR WILL

SUMMER 2020

Due to Covid-19 restrictions, the Heart of the Matter will be virtual and online.
We are excited to bring this very important event for Epworth Village to you!
Our goal this year is to raise $25,000 in support of our programs and services.

Please use the link below to find out all the information
in regards to this year’s event.

http://www.charityauction.bid/EpworthVillage2020
From this website, you will be able to purchase event tickets, sponsor a table for
the event, see the online and live auction items, or make a donation if you can’t
“attend”. This will be a learning process of us all as we are used to seeing everyone come together, but the goal remains the same: helping children and families
achieve success in life. It takes all of us; it takes a Village!
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Gifts of Grain
Kristi Scheele, President
Epworth Village Foundation
2119 Division Avenue
York, NE 68467
402.362.3353
scheelefarms@gmail.com

Gifting grain is unique and simple. The primary benefit is
the significant tax benefits awarded to you.
All you have to do is designate a set number of bushels
from your harvested crops to the Epworth Village
Foundation, notify us of the gift, and the bushels will
then be sold with the proceeds coming directly to the
Foundation.
Please contact me with any questions. I hope you will
consider joining me in making a lasting gift for children
and families in need.

Kristi Scheele,
President

An Apology: It was brought to our attention that we made a mistake in our Spring/Annual Report Edition of Wings. On our list of donor
recognition, we misprinted the year and it should have read 2019. We apologize again for the misunderstanding.
Epworth Village Wings is published four times a year by Epworth Village, Inc.,a not-for-profit organization.
Third class postage is paid at York, NE. Epworth Village, Inc. PO Box 503, 2119 N. Division Ave., York, NE 68467-0503

